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EXCAVATIONS AT TELL DAMIYAH, 2015

Zeidan Kafafi and Lucas Petit 

The sixth season of the joint Jordanian-
Dutch excavations Project at Tell Damiyah 
started on October 4th and will continue 
until the 5th of November, 2015. This 
project is a joint venture of the Yarmouk 
University and the Dutch National Museum 
of Antiquities, with the co-operation of the 
Department of Antiquities of Jordan, and 
under the direction of Prof. Dr. Zeidan 
Kafafi and Dr. Lucas Petit, respectively. Mr. 
Ziad Ghunaimat acted as the Department of 
Antiquities of Jordan representative. 

TELL DAMIYAH

The archaeological site of Tell Damiyah 
(Fig. 1) is situated in the Zor, directly south 
of the confluence of the Zerqa and the 
Jordan River (Lat. 32.1040000915527, Lon. 
35.5466003417969). The site is surrounded 
from three sides by Katar-hills (the Ras 
Zaqqum, the Sha’sha’a and the Damiyah 
Katar) and located 500 meters east of the 
Jordan River. Across this river, at the 
western side, are the Jiftik and the Marj en-
Na’jeh belonging to the Nablus district in 
Palestine. Tell Damiyah is considered the 

most southern Iron Age settlement in the 
Jordan Valley, and close to other 
occupations like Jericho, Tell Nimrin and 
Tell Hammam. The site covers an area of 
approximately 3 hectares at the bottom and 
has relatively steep slopes all around, rising 
approximately 17 meters above the recent 
walking surface. It consists of two parts, the 
upper tell and a lower terrace that occupies 
the western and southern sides. Especially the 
upper Tell has a strategic position and 
overlooking today the Prince Muhammad 
(General Al-Linbi) Bridge over the Jordan 
River. In addition, it dominates the N-S road 
through the Jordan Valley and the E-W road 
connecting ancient Ammon with the Wadi 
Far’ah. The area in which the site is situated 
is very fertile and well irrigated.  

SIXTH SEASON (2015) EXCAVATIONS

Two areas were opened during the 2015 
season and are as follows: 

1) Area A, the summit of the Tell (Fig. 2): 

Fig. 1: General view of Tell Damiyah. 
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Fig. 2: Contour map of Tell Damiyah. 

In Area A - the summit of the Tell- 
excavation was carried out in four squares 
aiming at getting more information of the 
Late Iron Age (7th-6th centuries BCE) and the 
Persian Periods at the site, and to achieve a 
parallel study of the excavated 
archaeological material culture with other 
contemporaneous sites located in the Jordan 
Valley. Excavations conducted in this area 
during the previous seasons yielded, in 
addition to the Persian/Hellenistic storage 
pits and graves, tombs dated to the 
Byzantine to the Ottoman periods. The 
skeletal remains excavated are now under 
study. Moreover, a clay bulla with 
cuneiform signs and Assyrian Palace Ware, 
few Egyptian, Cypro-Phonecian and 
Ammonite pottery sherds and objects 
encountered in Area "A" indicating a 
relationship between Tell Damiya and the 
Jordanian Highland, Lebanon, Mesopotamia 
and Egypt. 

During the previous seasons remains of a 
large rectangular public building measuring 
approximately 15m x 5m has been revealed. 
It seems that it has been burnt down 
probably at the beginning of the 7th century 
BC. The interior walls of this building were 
plastered with a lime-plaster, as was a 
platform which was constructed against the 
most western wall of the building. Several 
figurines, both of horses (Fig. 3) and 
females, were discovered in and outside this 
building and cultic activities can be 
assumed. Especially the excellent condition 
of those figurines and the remains of two 
anthropomorphic statues are unique objects 
that have only few parallels. During the 
2015 season the excavators continued 
investigating this important building and the 
sparse remains of an adjacent construction. 
Furthermore, attention was given to the 
lower elevated area towards the southwest.  
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Fig. 3: An animal figurine excavated in 
2014. 

2) Area B, the Lower City at the western 
foot of the Tell: 

The co-directors of the Tell Damiyah 
decided during the 2014 season to explore 
the nature of occupation at the Lower part of 
the City. They were invited to do so by the 
results of the other excavations located in the 
Jordan Valley, such as Tell Mazar and Tell 
es-Sa'idiyyeh, where cemeteries belonging to 
the main site were encountered. Thus, two 
squares were opened in 2015 at the western 
foot of the site to investigate the possible 
existence of a so-called “lower town”. The 
work resulted in the discovery of several 
graves of unknown date, and evidence of an 
industry using fire. No built-up structures 
were detected, but it is too early to conclude 
a complete absence of any lower settlement.  

To conclude, the co-directors suggest that 
Tell Damiyah was a significant and 
international centre for worshipping during 
the late Iron Ages (around 700 BC) along 
two major trade routes and close to one of 
the few fords crossing the Jordan River.  
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TEAM OF 2015 

The team members are the following: Zeidan 
Kafafi (co-director), Lucas Petit (co-
director), Zeyad Ghunaimat (DoA 
representative), Jeroen Rensen (area 
supervisor and physical anthropologist), 
Hendrik Uleners (area supervisor), Yousef 
al-Zu'bi (photographer), Muwaffaq Bataineh 
(area supervisor, surveyor and 
draughtsman), Sophia Tews (square 
supervisor), Yannick Bojwinkel (square 
supervisor), Diedrik Malbertsma (square 
supervisor), and Mariette Grimbergen 
(housekeeper). 


